The Rev. H. P. Thompson briefly recalled the history of the hospital, which be gan 30 years ago, when Miss Jackson, the lady superintendent, took a little child into her house.
A few years later a generous donation was made towards a building fund, and now nearly ?12,000 has been subscribed, represented by the building and the site. The speaker Mentioned several names which will always be gratefully remembered by all who have to do with the hospital?Hugh and Elizabeth Jackson, the founders; Henry Rose, who gave " not only his money but his daughter"; Mary Bevington, and Ethel Maud Sparrow, in whose memory a cot has been endowed?and concluded by reading a paragraph from a better written by the mother of a former patient now serving in the 1st Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantr y in Ceylon.
The Lady Norah Hodgson, in a short speech, declared the hospital |open, and wished it success. The key with which it had been opened, she said, was an ordinary one, but it must not be forgotten that a golden key also was necessary if it was to be maintained with efficiency in the future.
Sir Henry Burdett said it was a great pleasure to him to be present at the opening of an institution which emphasised a departure in the treatment of disease sufficient to make it memorable and of public importance. The treatment of chronic cases like hip disease and spinal complaint was very costly; it involved an enormous amount of time to get any result, and the consequence was that an institution of this kind, rightly conducted, was very expensive. By strictly limiting the admissions to children of parents whose circumstances were such that they could not at home provide the necessary treatment (without which the child must perish from disease preventible by removal to a building like this), they brought home to parents the fact that every person was given the opportunity of testifying whether they were really living a thankful life when they were provided with more than they needed of God's good gifts. They could avoid settling down to the ease and rest of riches which were enervating to body and soul. Here in a rich district like this it must be a blessing to many people to be given the opportunity of in the course of a few days.
